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assist him at each stage of ploughing, hoeing,
sowing, reaping, and so forth. If the numen then
lacks personal individuality, he has a very
distinct specialisation of function, and Jf man's
appeal to the divinity is to be successful, he must
be very careful to make it in the right quarter:
it was a stock joke in Koman comedy to make
a character 'ask for water from Liber, or wine
from the nymphs/ Hence we find in the prayer
formulae in Cato and elsewhere the most careful
precautions to prevent the accidental omission
of the deity concerned: usually the worshipper
will go through the whole list of the gods who
may be thought to have power in the special
circumstances; sometimes he will conclude his
prayer with the formula * whosoever thou art,1
or' and any other name by which thou inayeat
desire to be called/ The nwnwri is thus vague
in his conception but specialised in his function,
and so later on, when certain deities have acquired
definite names and become prominent above
the rest, the worshipper in appealing to them
will add a cult-title, to indicate the special
character in which he wishes tho deity to hear;
the woman in childbirth will appeal to luno
Lucina, the general praying for victory to luppitar
Victor, the man who is taking an oath toluppiter
14